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called alkalis, though not fo properly, for they are not falts. 

Arbidhnol on Aliments. 

Anso'RPT. fart, [from abforl .] Swallowed up; ufed as well, in 
a figurative fenfe, of perfons, as, in the primitive, of things. 

What can you expedt from a man, who has nor talked tliefe 
five days? who is withdrawing his thoughts, as far as he can, 
from all the prefent world, its cuftoms and its manners, to be 
fully pofleffed and ahjorpt in the pad. Pole's Letters. 

As.o'rption. >i. f. [from a I j orb.] 1 he act <f fwallowing up. 

It was below the dignity of thofe facrcd penmen, or the 
fpiVit of God that diredled them, to (hew us the caufes of this 
difruption, or of this abforpftbn ; this is left to the enquiries of 
mcn . Burnet's 'Theory of the Earth. 

To ABSTA'IN. v. ». [aljlineo, Lat.] To forbear, to deny one’s 
fAf any gratification ; with the particle from. 
if thou judge it hard and difficult, 

Converfing, looking, loving, to a/ fain 
From love’s due rites, nuptial embraces fweet ; 

And, with defircs, to languifli without hope. 

Milton’s Paradife Lfl, b. x. /. 993 * 
To be perpetually longing, and impatiently defirous of any 
thine, fo that a man cannot ahjlain from it, is to lofe a man’s 
liberty, and to become a fervant of meat and drink, or fmoke. 

Taylors Rule of living holy. 
Even then the doubtful billows fcarcc abftain 
From the tofs’d veffcl on the troubled main. Dryden's Virgil. 
ABSTEMIOUS, adj. [aljlmius, Lat.] Temperate, fober, ab- 
f liner. t, refraining from cxcefs or pleafures. It is ufed of per- 
fons ; as, an aljicm'tous hermit : and of tilings ; as, an abjle- 
riious diet. It is fpoken likewife of things that caufe tempe- 
rance. 

The infhnces of longevity are chiefly amongft the abjte- 
mious. Abftinence in extremity will prove a mortal difeafe; 

' but the experiments of it are very rare. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
Clytorcan dreams the love of wine expel, 

(Such is the virtue of the abjlemious well) 

Whether die colder nymph that rules the flood, 

Extin ii: idles, and balks the drunken god : 

Or that Mclampus (fo have fome allur'd) ^ 

When the mad Pnetides with charms he cur’d, 

And pow’rful herbs, both charms and fimples cad 
Into the fober fpring, where dill their virtues lad. Dryd.Fab. 
Abstemiously, adv. [from abjlcmious.] Temperately, lo- 
berly, without indulgence. f 

Abstemiousness, n.f. [See Abstemious.] The quality of 

being abdeinious. , , ... 

Abstention, n.f. [from abjlineo, Lat.] The aeft of holding 

off, or redraining; reftraint. . ” 

To ABSTERGE, v. a. [ abjlergo , Lat.] To cleanfe by wip- 
ing ; to wipe. 

AV rERCVM-.' adj. Cleanfing ; having a clcanfing quality. 

'j . , An it: r. e. [See ABSTERGE.] To cleanfc, to purify ; 
a word verv little in ufe, and lefs analogical than abjierge. 

Nor will wc affirm, that iron reccivcth, in the Ifomach of 
the o finch, no alteration ; but wc fufpeft this effeft rather 
from corrolion than digedion ; not any tendenee to chil.fica- 
tiun bv the natural heat, but rather feme attrition from an acid 
and vi'triolcus humidity in the domach, which may abjlerfe and 
th -ve the fcorious parts thereof. Browns Vulgar Errours, b. in. 
A mn'Mios. n. f. [ abjlerfto , Lat.] The act of cleanfing. See 

Absterge.] r 

Xhe feventli caufe is abjlerfion ; which is plainly a fcounng 
off or incifion of the more vifcous humours, and making the 
humours more fluid, and cutting between them and the part; 
as is found in nitrous water, which fcoureth linen cloth fpeed.ly 
from die foulnefs. Bacoits Natural Hiflcry, N°. 42. 

Auste'ksive. adj. [from abjierge.] That has the quality ofab- 
Ilerging or cleanfing. 

It is good, after purging, to ufe apozemes and broths, not 
fo much opening as thofe ufed before purging ; but abjlerfrve 
and mundifying clyders alfo are good to conclude with, to 
\lraw away the reliques of the humours. Bacon s Eat. Hijtory. 

A tablet dood of that abjlerfve tree. 

Where yEthiops’ fwarthy bird did build to ned. StrJ.Dcnh. 

There, many a flow’r abjlerfiue grew. 

Thy fav’rite flow’rs of yellow Jiue. Swift s Mfcellanies. 
A'bstinencf. n.f. [ abjlinentia , Lat.] 

1 . Forbearance of any thing ; with the part.de yW . 

Bccaufc the abjlincnce from a prelent plcafure, that otters it- 
feif, is a pain, nay, oftentimes a very great one : it is no won- 
der that that operates after the fame manner pain docs, and 
leffcns, in our thoughts, what is future ; and fe lorccs us, as 
it were, blindfold into its embraces. Locke. 

2. Fading, or forbearance of neceffary food. It is generally <u- 
{Hnguiftied from temperance, as the greater degree Irom tue 
lcfs^ fometimC' as fmglc performances from habits; as, a day 


of abJUr.encf and a life of temperance. 

Say. can you fad? your domach; are too young : 
And abftinence ingeftders maladies. Shakefp. Lowe's Lab. L 
Religious men, who hither mud be lent 
As awful guides of heavenly government ; 
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T o teach you penance, fads, and aljlinence , 

To punidi bodies for the fouls offence. Dryden's hid. Emf>. 
And the faces of them, which have ufed abjlincnce , (hall 
fhinc above the liars ; whereas our faces (hall be blacker than 
darknefs. 2 Efdras , vii. 55. 

A'bstinency. n.f. The fame with Abstinence. 

Were our rewards for the abjlinendcs , or riots, of this pre- 
fent life, under the prejudices of diort or finite, the promiles 
and threats of Chrilt would lofe much of their virtue and 
energy. Hammond's Fundam. 

A'bstinent. adj. [ abjlincns , Lat.] That ufes abdinence, in 
oppofition to covetous, rapacious, or luxurious. It is ufed 
chiefly of perfons. 

Absto'rted. adj. [ abjlortus , Lat.] Forced away, wrung 
from another by violence. Difl, 

To ABSTRACT. v.a. [abjlrabo, Lat.] 

1 . To take one thing from another. 

Could we abdract from thefe pernicious effects, and fuppofe 
t!i is were innocent, it would be too light to be matter of praife. 

Decay of Piety. 

2. To feparate ideas. 

Thofe, who cannot didinguidi, compare and abjlrafl, would 
hardly be able to underdand and make ufe of language, or judge 
or reafon to any tolerable degree. Lode. 

3. To reduce to an epitome. 

If we would fix in the memory the difeourfes we hear, or 
what we defign to fpeak, let us abjlrafl them into brief com- 
pends, and review them often. Watts’s Irnprov. of the Mind. 

A' n st r act. adj. [alflra flits, Lat. Sec the verb To AB- 
STRACT.] 

1. Separated from fomething elfe, generally ufed with relation to 
mental perceptions ; as, abjlrafl mathematics, abjhafl terms, 
in oppofition to concrete. 

Mathematics, in its latitude, is ufually divided into pure 
and mixed. And though the pure do handle only abjlrafl 
quantity in general, as geometry, arithmetic ; yet that which 
is mixed, doth confider the quantity of fome particular deter- 
minate fubjech So adronomy handles the quantity of heavenly 
motions, muftc of founds, and mechanics of weights and 
powers. Wilkins's Mathematical Magick. 

Abjlrafl terms fignify the mode or quality of a being, with- 
out any regard to the lubjc<£t in which it is ; as, whitenefs, 
roundnefs, length, breadth, wifdom, mortality, life, death. 

Watts's Logic!. 

2. With die particle from. 

Another fruit from the confidering things in themfelvcs, ab- 
jlrafl from our opinions and other mens notions and dilcourfes 

on them, will be, that each man will purfue his dioughts in 
that method, which will be mod agreeable to the nature of the 
thing, and to his apprehenfion of what it fuggefts to him. Locke. 
A'bstract. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. A fmallcr quantity, containing the virtue or power of a 
greater. 

You fhall there find a man, who is the abjlrafl 
Of all faults all men follow. Shakcfp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

If you are falfe, thefe epithets are fmall ; 

You’re then the things, and abjlrafl of them all. Dryd.Aur. 

2. An epitome made by taking out the principal parts. 

When Mnemon came to die end of a chapter, he recol- 
lected the fentiments he had remarked ; fo that he could give 
a tolerable analyfis and abjlrafl of every treatife he had read, 
ju(l after he had fin i (lied it. Watts' s Improvement of the Mind. 

3. The date of being abftracted. 

The hearts of great princes, if they he confidercd, as it were 

in abjlrafl, without the ncccffity of dates, and circumdanccs 
of time, can take no full and proportional pleafure in the exer- 
cife of any narrow bounty. IVotton. 

Abstracted, part. adj. [from abjlrafl J 

1. Separated. 

That fpace the evil one ahjlraflcd dood 
From his own evil,. and for the time remain’d 
Stupidly good. Milton. 

2. Refined, abftrufe. 

Aljlrafled fpi ritual love, they like 

Their fouls, exhal’d. Dome. 

3. Abfent of mind, inattentive to prefent objects; as, an ab- 
Jlrafled fcholar. 

Aestra'ctedly. adv. With abdra&ion, (imply, feparately 
from all contingent circumdanccs. 

Or whether more aljlraflcdly we look. 

Or on the writers, or the written book : 

Whence, but from heav’n, could men unskill’d in arts. 

In fevcral ages born, in fcvcral parts. 

Weave fuch agreeing truths ? or how, or why 
Should all conipire to cheat us with a lie ? 

Unask’d their pains, ungrateful their advice. 

Starvin'* their gain, and" martyrdom their price. 

Dryden's Religio Laid. 

Abstraction, n.f. [cdjlraflis, Lat.] 
j . The act of abftra&ing. 

The word a'jlraflion fignifics a withdrawing fome part of 

an 
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an idea from other parts of it; by which means, fuch ab- 
(Wted ideas are formed, as neither rcprelent any thing cor- 
poreal or fpiritual ; that is, any thing peculiar or proper to 

1 . , . Watts s Logick. 

mind or body. * 

z. The date of being abftracted. 

Abfence of mind, inattention. 

a.’ Dilregard of worldly objc&s. . 

Abstractive, adi. [from abjlrafl .] Having the power or 
quality of abftra&ing. 

Abstractly, adv. [from abjlrafl .] In an abdracl manner, 
abfolutcly, without reference to any thing elfe. 

Matter aljlraflly and abfolutely confidered, cannot have born 
an infinite duration now pad and expired. Bentleys Sermons. 

Abstracted, part. adj. [ab/lriflus, Lat.] Unbound. Duff. 

To Abstri'nge. v. a. [ ahjlringo , Lat.] To unbind. Died. 

To ABSTRUDE. v. a. [ahjlrudo, Lat.] To thrud 
pull away. 

Abstru'se. adj. [aljlnfts, Lat. thrud out of fight.] 

1. Hidden. 

Tli’ eternal eye, whofe fight difeerns 
AbJIrufeJl thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 

And from within the golden lamps that burn 
Nightly before him, law; without their light, 

Rebellion rifing. Milton's Paradije Lojl, b.V. /. 712. 

2. Difficult, remote from conception or apprehenfion. It isop- 
pofed to obvious and eafy. 

So fpake our Sire, and, by his count’nance, feem’d 
Ent’ring on dudious thoughts ahjlrufe. Parad.LoJl, b. viii. 
The motions and figures within the mouth are ahjlrufe, and 
not eafy to be didinguilhed, efpecially thofe of the tongue, 
which is moved through the help of many rriufcles, fo eafily, 
and habitually, and varicufly, that we are fcarce able to give 
a judgment of motions and figures thereby framed. 

Holder's Elements of Speech. 
No man could give a rule of the greeted beauties, and the 
knowledge of them was fo ahjlrufe, that there was no man- 
ner of fpeaking which could exprefs them. Dryd. Dufrefnoy. 

Abstru'sejly. adv. In an abdrufe manner; obfeurely, not 
plainly, or obvioufly. 

Abstru'seness. n.f. [from abjlrufe.~\ The quality of being 
abdrufe ; difficulty, obfeurity. 

It is not oftentimes fo much what the feripture (ays, as what 
fome men perfuade others if fays, that makes it feem obfeure, 
and that as to fome other pafliiges that arc fo indeed, fince it is 
the abjhrtifihcfs of what is taught in them, that makes them al- 
mod inevitably fo ; it is little Ids fauev, upon fuch a fcore, to 
find fault with the dyle of the feripture, than to do fo with the 
author for making us but men. Boyle on the Scripture. 

Abstrusity, n.f [from aljlrufcj 

1. Abdrufcnds. 

2. That which is abdrufe. A word fcldom ufed; 

Authors arc alfo fufpicious, nor greedily to be fwallowed, 
who pretend to write of fecrets, to deliver antipathies, fym- 
pathies, and the occult abjlrufties of things. Brovnts Vtd. Err. 

To AbsuMe. v.a. \cibfumo, Lat.] To bring to an end by a 
gradual wade; to cat up. 

That which had been burning an infinite time could ndver 
he burnt, no not fo much as any part of it; for if it had 
burned part after part, the whole mud needs be abfumed in a 
portion of time. Hale s Origin of Mankind. 

ABSU'RD. adj. \abftrdus, Lat.] 

i. Unrealonable, without judgment, as ufed of mcn. 

Seeming wife men may make fhift to get opinion ; but let 
no man choofe them for employment ; for certainly you had 
better take for bufmefs a man fomewhat alfurd, than over 

'aeon's Effay, 2:. 
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Inc nfident, contrary to reafon, ufed of fentiments or pfao 
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I he thing itfelf appeared dcftrcahle to him, and accordingly 
he could not but like and defirc it ; but then, it was aftCT a 
very irrational alfurd way, and contrary to all the methods 
and principles of a rational agent ; which never wills a thino- 
really and properly, but it applies to the means, by which it 
«s to be acquired. South's Sermons. 

A man, who cannot write with wit on a proper fubject, is 
dull and dupid ; but one, who fhews it in an improper place, 
is as impertinent and alfurd. Addifin. Speflator, N ' 201! 

But grant that thofe can conquer, thefe can cheat, 

Tis pnrafe alfurd to call a villain great : 

^Vho wickedly is wife, cr madly brave, 

Is but tiie more a fool, the more a knave Popes Effav on Man 
Absurdity, n.f. [from alfurd.] 

J- I be quality of being abfurd ; want of judgment applied to 
men ; want of propriety applied to tilings. 

How dear foever this idea of the infinity of number be, 
ere is notlimg more evident than the abfitrdity of die ach.al 
Ru t of an infinite number. Lc 

2. lb ; :t which is abfurd; as, his travels were full of abfardhies 
In which fenfe it has a plural. 7 

1 bat famfa&ion we receive from the opinion of fome pre- 
eminence in ourfelvcs, when we fee the abfnrditm of •mother 
or when wc refieft on any pad afurdities if our own ’ 
0L ’ * Addifon. Speflator, N° 249. 
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Absurdly, adv. [[from abfurd .] After an abfurd mariner j im- 
proper! v. unrcafonably. 

But man we find the only creature, 

Who, led by folly, combats nature ; 

Who, when flte loudly cries, forbear. 

With obdinacy fixes there ; 

And where his genius lead inclines, 

Abfurdly bends his whole defigns. Swift's AIifcel!ar:es. 

VVe mav proceed yet further with the atheid, and convince 
him, that not only his principle is abfurd, but his confequences 
alfo as abfurdly deduced from it. Bentley's Sermons . 

Absu’Rdness. n.f. [from abfurd.] The quality of being abfurd ; 
injudicioufncfs, impropriety. See Absurdity ; which is 
more frequently ufed. 

Abu'ndance. n.f. [abandonee, Fr.] 

1. Plenty; a fenfe chiefly poetical. 

At the whifper of thy word, 

Crown’d abundance fpreads my board. Crajhaw 

The doubled charge his fubjetts love fupplies, 

Who, in that bounty, to themfelves are kind ; 

So glad Egyptians fee their Nilus rife. 

And, in his plenty, their abundance find. Dryd. Arm. Mit . 

2. Great numbers. 

The river Inn, during its courle through the Tyrol, is ge- 
nerally fliut up between a double range of mountains, that are 
mod of them covered with woods of fir-trees. Abundance of 
pcafants are employed in hewing down of the larged of thefe 
trees, that, after they are barked and cut into fhape, are tum- 
bled down. Addifon on Italy. 

3. A great quantity. 

Their chief enterprize was the recovery of the Holy land ; 
in which worthy, but extremely difficult, adlion, it is lament- 
able to remember what abundance of noble blood hath been 
filed with very finall benefit unto the Chrifii.in date. 

Sir Walter Raleigh's EJfays . 

4. Exuberance, more than enough. 

For well I wot, mod mighty fovercign, 

That all tills famous antique hi dory. 

Of fome, th’ abundance of an idle brain 

Will judged be, and painted forgery. Spenf, Fairy jjL b. ii, 

Aeu'ndant. adj. [abundans, Lat.] 

j. Plentiful. 


Good the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows ; 

The author not impair’d, but honour’d more. Par. Lojl, l. v, 

2. Exuberant. 

If the vcffels are in a date of too great rigidity, fo as not to 
yield, a drong projectile motion occafions their rupture, and 
hemorrhages ; efpecially in the lungs, where the blood is 
abundant. Arbuthv.ot on Aliments. 

3. Fully dored. It is followed fometimes by///, commcnlv by with. 

The world began but fome ages before thefe were found out, 
and was abundant with all things at fird ; and mcn not very 
numerous; and therefore were not put fo much to the uie of 
their wits, to find out ways for living commodioufiy. 

Burnet’s Theory of the Earth . 

4. It is applied generally to tilings, fometimes to perfons. 

The Lord, the Lord God, rperciful and gracious, long- 
fu during and abundant in goednefs and truth. Exod. £xxiv. 6. 

Abundantly, adv. [from abundant.] 

1. In plenty. 

J.ct the waters bring forth abundantly the movirtt* creature 
t.iat hath life. Genejis, i. 20. 

God ort thee 

Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pour’d ; 

Inward and outward both, his image fair. Par. Lcjl, b. viii, 

2. Amply, liberally, more than fufficiendv. 

What the example of our equals wants of authority, is abun- 
dantly lupplied in die imaginations of fri'eridfllip, and the i'cf- 
pcated influences of a eonlhnt converfation. Borers' s Serm. 

Heroic poetry has ever been efteemed the greateft work of* 
human nature. In that rank has Ariffotlc placed it 5 and Lon- 
ginus is fo full of the like expreffions, that he abundantly con - 

„ hl ™ l h 1 f L . 0 ^ cr ’ s teftimony. Dryden's State of Innocence, Pref. 

lo A BU SE. v. a. [abut or, Lat.] J 

In abuje the verb, /has the found of 2; in the noun, the 
common found. 

1. To make an ill ufe of. 




He has fixed and determined the time for our re.-entmice’ 
beyond which he will no longer await the perVOrfencfs of men 
no .ongcr luftef his compaffion to be abufed. Rogers's Sernas. 
2. 1 o deceive, to tmpofe Upon. 

. Xhc world, hath been much abufed by the opinion of mtdt- 
mg go.d : me work itfdf I jud :c to be pcffiblc ; hut the means 
hitherto propounded, arc, in the practice, full of error. 

Baer, rt s Natural Bljloiy, N- 126. 

He perh 

Out of my weaknefs and my mcia'ncholv. 

As lie is very potent with fuch fpirits, ' 

Alufes me to damn me. Shak. fjearf. Hamlet. 
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